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SUBJECT: PETROLEUM: PRESIDENT CALDERA' S MESSAGE 

PRESIDENT CALDERA, IN HIS ANNUAL MESSAGE TO CONGRESS, 
MARCH 12, HAD VERY LITTLE, AND NOTHING NEW, TO SAY 
ABOUT PETROLEUM POLICY. IT MIGHT BE SIGNIFICANT, 
HOWEVER, THAT HE DID NOT MENTION THE LOCAL MARKETING 
BILL, STILL PENDING IN CONGRESS, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE 
OIL COMPANIES TO TURN OVER THEIR GASOLINE STATIONS TO 
THE STATE OIL COMPANY. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THIS 
IMPLIES ANY LESSENING OF INTEREST IN THIS BILL WHICH 
HAS PROVED TO BE MORE CONTROVERSIAL THAN EXPECTED, 
OWING TO OPPOSITION BY OWNERS OF GASOLINE STATIONS 
NOW SERVED BY PRIVATE OIL COMPANIES. 
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